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August 2020

The 2020 D.C. 
Rising Stars
We are pleased to present our 
2020 D.C. Rising Stars. Selected 
from a competitive pool, our 40 
honorees represent a cross-
section of practice areas.

 Describe your biggest win or accomplishment in practice.  
My biggest win was securing summary judgment for the State Bar of Texas 
this May against claims that the mandatory bar violates the First Amend-
ment. My biggest accomplishment was presenting my first U.S. Supreme 
Court argument in December 2019 in a dispute over the copyrightability of 
certain state-government publications.

 What was the most valuable lesson you learned in your 
first year practicing law?  There are no “drafts.” Anything you write 
for colleagues’ or supervisors’ review should be as close to a final product 
as you can make it. I quickly learned this lesson in a fast-paced district court 
clerkship. District court judges need high-quality work product from their 
clerks to manage their caseloads.

 Who is your greatest lawyer mentor and what has he or 
she taught you?  I was fortunate to clerk for three amazing judges and 
mentors: Judges Nancy Gertner and David S. Tatel and Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. Their fluidity in writing, precision in research, and commitment 
to basic principles of equity and justice are models for my professional work.

 Please share a brief key to your success.  I have worked on an 
array of cases, from criminal law to copyright to environmental disputes to 
antitrust, and much in between. That range of perspectives helps me carry in-
sights from one area of law into others and frame issues to appeal to generalist 
judges.

Joshua Johnson, 35
Employer: Vinson & Elkins
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