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Rising Star: Vinson & Elkins' Craig Zieminski 

By Cara Salvatore 

Law360 (June 2, 2021, 2:02 PM EDT) -- Vinson & Elkins' Craig 
Zieminski has been involved in winning a $1.6 billion shareholder 
challenge to a merger and convincing a court to let a different 
client abandon a $38 billion merger, earning him a spot among the 
trial lawyers under age 40 honored as Law360 Rising Stars. 

HIS BIGGEST CASE: 
Zieminski says the biggest case in which he's been involved so far 
was one in which a multi-firm team representing Energy Transfer 
Equity LP won its challenge to a $38 billion merger with 
The Williams Companies Inc. 
 
Williams claimed ETE hadn't worked hard enough to secure a 
contractually required opinion that the merger be able to qualify 
as tax-exempt -- even allegedly working to prevent counsel from 
issuing an opinion that a cash portion of the merger "should" be 
tax-free. A court disagreed and let ETE back out. 
 
"I'd say the challenge in that case was the incredible speed with 
which the litigation moved," Zieminski said. "There was a lawsuit 
filed in April between the parties, but the real litigation didn't get 
filed until May, and the trial occurred in June of 2016. We pretty 
much had six to eight weeks to take an entire lawsuit from soup to 
nuts." 
 
A RECENT INTERESTING CASE: 
Zieminski cited a verdict from a bench trial in a unitholder 
challenge to a merger. A court found that Vinson's client, Regency 
Energy Partners, did nothing wrong in deciding on the price at 
which it agreed to sell itself to Energy Transfer Partners, letting 
the deal go forward. The unitholders had claimed Regency's board 
sold itself short by $1.6 billion. 
 
"We were really excited to get a favorable outcome in that one," 
Zieminski said. "It was our onus to prove that the transaction was 
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fair and reasonable, which is the highest standard under Delaware law." 
 
HIS OTHER NOTABLE CASES: 
Zieminski said a few years ago he worked on a matter for C&J Energy Services in which the Delaware 
Supreme Court reinforced its so-called Revlon precedent on company boards' obligations. The state's 
high court found a vice chancellor incorrectly applied the preliminary-injunction standard in barring C&J 
from holding a shareholder vote on a merger for 30 days, and misinterpreted the fiduciary duties that 
C&J's board allegedly breached. 
 
That one "really refined and exemplified the Revlon standard under Delaware law, which is one of the 
primary doctrines of Delaware fiduciary duty law," Zieminski said. 
 
WHAT MOTIVATES HIM: 
Zieminski said he is fulfilled by being able to deliver wins to the firm's clients. 
 
"Getting the outcomes that our clients deserve is just a feeling that is hard to put into words," he said. 
"When you fight for years and years to vindicate a client who's been accused of some very serious 
wrongdoing, it's just — it's indescribable. And that drives me." 
 
— As told to Cara Salvatore 
 
Law360's Rising Stars are attorneys under 40 whose legal accomplishments belie their age. A team of 
Law360 editors selected the 2021 Rising Stars winners after reviewing more than 1,400 submissions. 
Attorneys had to be under 40 as of April 30, 2021, to be eligible for this year's award. This interview has 
been edited and condensed. 
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