
Am Law 100 firm Vinson & Elkins has pro-

moted its Washington managing partner to one 

of the most influential positions in the firm.

Beginning Jan. 1, Washington antitrust law-

yer Craig Seebald will serve as co-lead of Vin-

son & Elkins’ global litigation practice group.

In a Texas-headquartered firm that, accord-

ing to Seebald, pulls around 40% of its reve-

nues from litigation and counts around 240 of 

its 667 lawyers as part of the litigation group, 

the development seems to signal the increas-

ing importance the firm places on national tal-

ent and business.

For the past three years, Seebald has been 

both the firm’s D.C. managing partner and 

co-head of complex commercial litigation and 

antitrust. He will now co-chair the entire liti-

gation group with Houston-based trial lawyer 

James Thompson, who has headed the group 

since 2014, with John Wander co-leading since 

2019. As Seebald takes over the co-lead posi-

tion, Wander will become the firm’s general 

counsel.

In an exclusive interview with The National 

Law Journal, Seebald said the firm intends to 

concertedly grow its litigation practice—espe-

cially in New York, Washington, California 

and other key jurisdictions.

“We’ve done a great job growing it under 

Thompson’s leadership with Wander the last 

few years, with key laterals,” he said. “We’ve 

been very focused on London, New York and 

Washington in particular. And we want to 

continue to grow litigation capabilities.”
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As a Texas firm, Seebald said Vinson & Elkins 

will also continue to grow in Texas, where it 

remains a strong leader in key litigation mar-

kets, such as energy,  corporate governance, 

government investigations,  technology and 

IP. The Texas market continues to remain 

key for Vinson & Elkins, Seebald said, add-

ing that it is growing exponentially as tech 

firms like Facebook, manufacturing compa-

nies like Tesla and Toyota, and financial ser-

vices firms like Goldman Sachs move to the  

region.

Seebald is thought to be the first person to 

run the firm’s litigation practice that does not 

have a Texas address, though the firm has 

been in Washington for 50 years.

“That’s consistent with how we want to 

grow, and where we want to grow,” he said.

Vinson & Elkins has had a number of recent 

successes luring top teams to its litigation 

practice, and Seebald said the firm will con-

tinue to be on the lookout for groups of law-

yers to join. In September, Roberta Downey 

and Angus Rankin  joined from Hogan 

Lovells  in London as partners in the firm’s 

international construction disputes practice. In 

2019, Palmina Fava, Jose Sanchez and Camilo 

Cardozo joined from Paul Hastings.

As well as bringing in more laterals, the firm 

is also focused on increasing its summer and 

first-year associate classes, Seebald said.

Other specialist litigation practice areas grow-

ing at Vinson & Elkins include environmental, 

social and governance (ESG), environment and 

climate litigation, infrastructure and construc-

tion disputes, and Latin America, said Seebald.
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